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Theropogon, a monotypic genus of Liliaceae known from the Himalayan range and its adjacent regions, 
was confirmed to exist also in northern Thailand. This new Thai locality becomes the new southeastemmost 
locality in the geographical range of the genus. The specimen from Thailand has some differences from 
Theropogon (T. pallidus) as presently known, but the overall difference seems not so great, and therefore I assign 
this specimen to the same species. This report contains morphological and other data on this specimen. 


In his Numerical List, Wallich (1832) listed the 
name Ophiopogon ? pallidus Wall, for a plant from 
Nepal without any description. Kunth (1850) studied 
this plant and gave it a detailed description under the 
same name. Later, having studied this species, 
Maximowicz (1871) established the new genus 
Theropogon. This genus has been monotypic since its 
establishment comprising only one species, T. pal¬ 
lidus (Wall, ex Kunth) Maxim. 

For the purpose of studying the genus Ophiopogon 
taxonomically, I have had a loan of some specimens 
of that genus from the Natural History Museum in 
Paris, and I found that it included a specimen which 
can be identified as Theropogon (Figs. 1 & 2). This 
specimen was formerly identified as Ophiopogon by 
the original collectors. However, in many respects the 
specimen accords well with the known characteristics 
of Theropogon. For example, this specimen has a 
superior ovary with 9 to 12 ovules in each loculus 
(Fig. 2B), filaments of nearly the same length as the 
anthers (Fig. 2A), and leaves with a prominent midrib 
beneath (Fig. 2A). Many of these characters differ 


from Ophiopogon. 

However, this specimen has some differences from 
Theropogon (T. pallidus ), as presently known. First, 
it is relatively small in size as a whole. For example, 
its pedicels are only 3 to 4 mm long, equaling the 
shortest length ever recorded in this species (Noltie 
1994), and its styles 2.1 to 2.6 mm long, being nearly 
half of the shortest length (4.3 mm: Noltie 1994) ever 
reported. Second, there exists a difference in the 
flower colour, as follows. Flowers of this specimen 
are white, and tepals have a pale yellow central line 
and yellow tip, according to the collector’s record 
(cited below), while the flowers of T. pallidus so far 
reported are white or tinged pinkish or purplish (Baker 
1875, Hooker 1875, 1894, Krause 1930, Hara 1971, 
Liang 1978, Utech 1979, Polunin and Stainton 1984, 
Chen 1987, Noltie 1994). In these respects, the plants 
of this specimen appear to be differentiated to some 
degree from T. pallidus so far known 1 \ However, the 
overall deviation of this specimen seems not so great 
as to warrant establishing a new species. Therefore, I 
assign this specimen to T. pallidus, and the species is 


— 305 — 




that it was collected from a limestone peak. However, 
a general feature of the habitat and the altitude where 
this specimen was collected also coincide with the 


hence regarded as having a broader range of variation 
than before. 

As for the habitat of this specimen, it is noteworthy 
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Fig. 1. A specimen identified as T. pallidus from Thailand. 
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previous records for T. pallidus (For example, Noltie 
(1994) reports that its habitat is dry rocky hillsides, 
and it is found at altitudes between 1830-3970 m). 

Theropogon pallidus is known to exist in the 
Himalayan range and regions adjacent to it, including 
Uttar Pradesh (Kumaon), Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan, 
Assam, Khasia, Tibet, and N. and N.W. of Yunnan 
(Maximowicz 1871,Baker 1875,Hooker 1875,1894, 
Engler 1888,Krause 1930,Kitamura 1955,Haraetal. 
1978, Liang 1978, Polunin and Stainton 1984, Wu 
1984, Chen 1987, Noltie 1994). Whereas, a specimen 
here concerned was collected in northern Thailand. 
As far as I am aware, this report is the first to record 
the occurrence of T. pallidus in Thailand. This new 
locality in Thailand is faraway even from the nearest 
known locality (N.W. Yunnan) of T. pallidus, hence 


isolated, and southernmost in its total range. There is 
a good possibility that in future this specis will also 
be found in the regions between this new locality and 
the formerly known localities (For example, it may 
be found in Myanmar, etc.). 

The habitat of this very interesting species in the 
southernmost, isolated locality in Thailand is impor¬ 
tant in various respects, and I hope it will not be lost 
in future due to human activities. 

Theropogon pallidus (Wall, ex Kunth) Maxim., 
Bull. Acad. Imp. Sci. St.-Petersb. 15 : 90 (1871). 

Ophiopogon ? pallidus [Wall., Numer. List: 179, 
n.5138 (1832), nom. nud.] ex Kunth, Enum. PI. 5:300 
(1850). 

Description based on the specimen from Thailand: 



Fig. 2. Close-ups of some parts of the specimen in Fig. 1. A. An inflorescence and leaves. Stamen, pistil, and 
midrib are indicated by “s”, “p”, and “m”, respectively. B. Lower part of a pistil, showing an alignment of ovules 
in a loculus. The upper part of the style has been lost. Scale in mm. 
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Tufted herb. Totally glabrous. Rootstock thick and 
very short with many thick fibrous roots. Leaves 
linear, attenuated to the apex, sheathed at base, up to 
27 cm long, 2.5-5.7 mm wide, midrib elevated be¬ 
neath and prominent. Scape slender, compressed es¬ 
pecially in upper part, angled and narrowly winged, 
14.5-17 cm long. Inflorescence raceme, 1.7-1.8 cm 
long, 4-flowered. Flowers borne singly, subtended by 
both a bract and a bracteole. Pedicels curved down¬ 
ward, 3^4 mm long. Bracts lanceolate to narrowly 
lanceolate, with membranous margins, 0.35-2 cm 
long. Flowers campanulate, drooping. Tepals 6, free 
to base, imbricated, ovate, 5-6 mm long, 2.5-3 mm 
wide, 1-veined, slightly recurved outward in upper 
part. Stamens 6. Anthers lanceolate, minutely apiculate 
at apex, 2 mm long, introrse. Pollen grains pale 
yellow. Filaments c. 1.5 mm long, broad and flat¬ 
tened, c. 0.9 mm wide, base very shortly connate 
laterally between neighbouring filaments. Ovaries 
superior, subglobose with 3 longitudinal shallow 
grooves (i.e., trilobed in cross-section), 2 mm long, 3- 
locular. Ovules 9-12 in each loculus, arranged in 2 
rows longitudinally on central marginal placenta. 
Style very slender, slightly attenuated, 2.1-2.6 mm 
long. Stigma very minute. 

Specimen examined: Thailand, Chiang Mai, Doi 
Chiengdao. Limestone peak. Alt. c. 2075 m. Between 
rocks. FIs. white, but lobes with a pale yellow central 
line and yellow tip. 20 June 1968. C.F. vanBeusekom 
& C. Phengkhlai, n. 1352 2) (P, ex Herb. Lugd. Batav.). 

I thank the curator of the National Museum of 
Natural History in Paris (P) for the loan of this 
specimen. 

Endnotes 

]) A specimen here examined is one of those distrib¬ 
uted from the herbarium in Leiden (L), Netherlands. 
This means that plural number of specimens with the 
same collection number were made from the same 


habitat. Accordingly, a thorough examination of a set 
of these specimens may help considerably our under¬ 
standing of the variation of this species at the locality. 
2) Specimens with the same collection number kept at 
AAH, BKF, C, and L were identified by Charoenphol 
(1974) as Ophiopogon malcolmsonii Royle ex Hook.f. 
According to his paper, these specimens were col¬ 
lected in the same locality as the specimen here 
examined, but at a different altitude, 1200 m. 
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